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Preface:
The book, whose pages you have just begun to turn, was born and raised on the foundations of a tender love of a poor young man, brought up on a bank of a quiet river, for a beautiful girl, his princess Anna. Her father, a greedy, pushy and arrogant merchant, whose hands and thoughts were always in somebody’s wallet, and his heart deep in a pot of gold, did everything he could to remove him from her heart and soul,
This young man who
Coloured
In light
Of the moonlit river
Made of smiles,
Bursting with
Poems, letters,
Mysterious waters,
Embraces and kisses,
Dives into the
Secret chambers
Of his beloved princess.
 
Their desire to make their dreams true was stronger than the obstacles put up by her father who wanted her to marry a rich businesssman’s son... stronger than anything but a curse...
The story told in this book is just the first one in a series of books in which I will make an attempt to reveal a paradox – the helplessness of human spirit over mysterious shadows of a curse – in a chaotic time, time when the patriarchal sense of love and true beauty was falling apart.
 
The book author,
Stjepan Maksimović
Poet, author, literary critic 

Dedication :
Dedicated to...
 
You, whose heart was crushed,
You deserve poems.
For not giving in,
And not giving up.
Your tears,
Like waves smashed on the shore.
Executioners rejoice,
They want to burn you at the stake,
They wish you were gone.
Despite the loneliness,
You didn’t walk off with someone,
Who’s not worth crying for
Someone, despicable... whose soul or lack of it
Have kept tearing you apart
day by day
keeping us apart.
Your tears, torrential rains,
Threatening to flood the ground...
Come on, dress in red and black
It suits you just fine
These colours show who you are
Burning flame and pain in one
For all time.
Come on,  show me your smile
Put on some make-up
If you are happy and pretty,
I will...
You know, like in a dream.
Don’t give yourself away to the wolves
Your virtue will prevail
You have us
It’s good to be among those
Who think alike.
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 Stjepan Maksimović
 
 
Born in a small village Pričac, Brod Posavina  County, Croatia, of father Luka and mother Jelena (born Trkulja); dedicated to humanism and humanity. He graduates from University of Novi  Sad; Fire Protection Engineer by vocation. Primarily a poet, Stjepan Maksimović also writes short stories, aphorisms, literary critiques;  has edited and reviewed several books. His literary pieces were published in a number od literary journals, joint collections of poems (A Circle above City, 1984; Soul mates, 2009; I still dream at times, 2011). He is the author of five published books of poetry: Slavonia as a poem (1984), Stone evening (1985),
 
On his opus In the preface to his book Slavonia as a Poem (1984), Jusuf Begić, an author says: “...however, when our otherwise rational poet, breathes in his soul into his poems, we witness the verses full of exaltation and a latent nostalgia. It is particularly present in his poem  Slavonia as a Poem. Yugoslav poetry abounds in poems inspired by homeland. In his poem The Poet the land where he was raised, with its abundant fruits and mother’s love seem to talk. Every poet from Slavonia wrote about it. So does Stjepan Maksimović, who speaks of his home with elation. If ever a collection of poems dedicated to Slavonia is to be published, these two poems should definitely be included in it.
 
 Analyzing the poetry of Stjepan Maksimović, in the preface to his book Stone Evening (1985), Pero Joka says: “...we come to conclusion that his poetry is syntactically simple, yet impressive. The whirl of poetic images speaks of a multidimensional poetic world, where, fiction and reality are in correlation, where, the poem configuration justifies its role in the complexity of its structural elements shaping a poetic image...love poetry or poetry of love is full of a latent power.The poet abides by the poetry form, varying moods and thus enabling dramatic effect, every artist, not just a poet, needs to express a particular moment, because love contains these elements, needs no explanations, just participants, individuals with a big heart and a kind soul. Numerous comments made by his readers substantiate the quality of his poetic expression. 
Poems written by Stjepan Maksimović have been translated into English, French and Spanish.
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